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Psalm Psalm 4

! Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!
You have given me relief when I was | in distress.*
Be gracious to me and | hear my prayer!

20 men, how long shall my honor be turned | into shame? *
How long will you love vain words and seek | after lies?

But know that the LORD has set apart the godly | for himself:*
the LORD hears when I | call to him.

‘Be angry, and | do not sin;*
ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be | silent.
’Offer right sacri- | fices, *

and put your trust | in the LORD.

SThere are many who say, “Who will show | us some good?*
Lift up the light of your face upon us, | O LORD!”

"You have put more joy | in my heart*
than they have when their grain and | wine abound.

3In peace I will both lie | down and sleep; *
for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in | safety.

Hymn The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 348




Reading 1 Samuel 24

! When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was
told, “Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi.” >Then Saul
took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to seek
David and his men in front of the Wildgoats” Rocks. *And he
came to the sheepfolds by the way, where there was a cave, and
Saul went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were sit-
ting in the innermost parts of the cave. *And the men of David
said to him, “Here is the day of which the LORD said to you,
‘Behold, I will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do
to him as it shall seem good to you.”” Then David arose and
stealthily cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. *And afterward David’s
heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.
%He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this thing
to my lord, the LORD’s anointed, to put out my hand against him,
seeing he is the LORD’s anointed.” "So David persuaded his men
with these words and did not permit them to attack Saul. And
Saul rose up and left the cave and went on his way.

8 Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and
called after Saul, “My lord the king!” And when Saul looked be-
hind him, David bowed with his face to the earth and paid hom-
age. *And David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of
men who say, ‘Behold, David seeks your harm’? '°Behold, this
day your eyes have seen how the LORD gave you today into my
hand in the cave. And some told me to kill you, but I spared you.
I said, ‘I will not put out my hand against my lord, for he is the
LORD’s anointed.” ''See, my father, see the corner of your robe in
my hand. For by the fact that I cut off the corner of your robe and
did not kill you, you may know and see that there is no wrong or
treason in my hands. I have not sinned against you, though you
hunt my life to take it. '*May the LORD judge between me and
you, may the LORD avenge me against you, but my hand shall not
be against you. *As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the
wicked comes wickedness.” But my hand shall not be against you.
' After whom has the king of Israel come out? After whom do
you pursue? After a dead dog! After a flea! '"May the LORD
therefore be judge and give sentence between me and you, and
see to it and plead my cause and deliver me from your hand.”
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'°As soon as David had finished speaking these words to
Saul, Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?”” And Saul
lifted up his voice and wept. '"He said to David, “You are more
righteous than I, for you have repaid me good, whereas I have
repaid you evil. '"*And you have declared this day how you have
dealt well with me, in that you did not kill me when the LORD put
me into your hands. "’For if a man finds his enemy, will he let
him go away safe? So may the LORD reward you with good for
what you have done to me this day. **And now, behold, I know
that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall
be established in your hand. *'Swear to me therefore by the LORD
that you will not cut off my offspring after me, and that you will
not destroy my name out of my father’s house.” **And David
swore this to Saul. Then Saul went home, but David and his men
went up to the stronghold.

Reading Colossians 2:8—15

¥See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the ele-
mental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. °For in
him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, '’and you have
been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. ''In
him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of
Christ, '*having been buried with him in baptism, in which you
were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working
of God, who raised him from the dead. *And you, who were dead
in your trespasses and the uncircumecision of your flesh, God
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our tres-
passes, '*by canceling the record of debt that stood against us
with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
"He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open
shame, by triumphing over them in him.

Responsory LSB 230

Sermon



Magnificat LSB 231

Offering

Kyrie LSB 233
Lord’s Prayer

Collects LSB 233
Collect of the Day

(P} Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your
only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to
serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Benediction LSB 234
Closing Hymn Of the Father’s Love Begotten 384
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