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Welcome, friends.  

We gather this somber night, remembering that we are but dust —  
yet dust formed by God’s own hands into precious, beloved children.  

Let us worship.  
 
 
Opening Hymn            Savior, When in Dust to Thee  419  
 
Invocation, Confession & Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will for-

give our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniq-

uities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserve 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter suf-
ferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gra-
cious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P ... in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Regarding Membership and the Holy Communion 
We believe that, in the Holy Communion, the bread is truly Christ’s Body and 
the wine is truly His Blood, given to us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of 
sins. As we receive this gift individually, we profess that we are truly one body 
in Christ—that we are united in one faith and teaching (doctrine). Ordinarily, 
full participation in this Holy Communion is reserved for those who are mem-
bers in good standing of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any visitors 
or guests who desire to partake of the Body and Blood of Christ are asked to 
please speak with the Pastor or an Elder before the service.  
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Address 
P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the 

Church begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. 
Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of spe-
cial devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful 
heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and 
hope. 
  
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved 
Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Len-
tentide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and 
keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 

 
Litany for Ash Wednesday 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C hear us. 
P God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
P Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
P Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

by Your holy nativity; 
by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 
by Your agony and bloody sweat; 
by Your cross and passion; 
by Your precious death and burial; 
by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 
and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
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P In all time of our tribulation; 
in all time of our prosperity; 
in the hour of death; 
and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

to bless our prayer and meditation; 
to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 
and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To draw all to Yourself; 

to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 
to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lone-
ly, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our 
prayers; 
to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 
and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 
and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
P O Christ, 
C hear us. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made 
and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and con-
trite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretched-
ness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
First Lesson Genesis 2:5–25 
 5When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the 
field had yet sprung up—for the Lඈඋൽ God had not caused it to rain on the 
land, and there was no man to work the ground, 6and a mist was going up 
from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground— 7then the 
Lඈඋൽ God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8And the 
Lඈඋൽ God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. 9And out of the ground the Lඈඋൽ God made to 
spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree 
of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. 
 10A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided 
and became four rivers. 11The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one 
that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12And 
the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The 
name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the 
whole land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which 
flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 15The Lඈඋൽ God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
work it and keep it. 16And the Lඈඋൽ God commanded the man, saying, 
“You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 
it you shall surely die.” 
 18Then the Lඈඋൽ God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him a helper fit for him.” 19So out of the ground the Lඈඋൽ God 
formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man 
called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all 
livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But 
for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21So the Lඈඋൽ God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his 
ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lඈඋൽ God had 
taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.  
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23Then the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 
 and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, 
 because she was taken out of Man.” 

24Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were 
both naked and were not ashamed. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsive: Plea for Mercy from the Plague of Locusts 
P Hear this, you elders; 

    give ear, all inhabitants of the land! 
Has such a thing happened in your days, 
    or in the days of your fathers? 

C What the cutting locust left, 
    the swarming locust has eaten. 
What the swarming locust left, 
    the hopping locust has eaten, 
and what the hopping locust left, 
    the destroying locust has eaten. 

P The land is like the garden of Eden before them, 
    but behind them a desolate wilderness, 
    and nothing escapes them. 

C The seed shrivels under the clods; 
    the storehouses are desolate; 
the granaries are torn down 
    because the grain has dried up. 
How the beasts groan! 

P “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
    and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

C Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests; 
    wail, O ministers of the altar. 
Go in, pass the night in sackcloth, 
    O ministers of my God! 

P Return to the Lord your God, 
    for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
    and he relents over disaster. 

C Let your mercy be upon us, O Lord!  
O Lord, have mercy upon us! 
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Second Lesson Titus 2:11—3:7 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self
-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for 
good works. 
 15Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one 
disregard you. 
 1Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, 
to be ready for every good work, 2to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarrel-
ing, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. 3For we 
ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various pas-
sions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others 
and hating one another. 4But when the goodness and loving kindness of 
God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regenera-
tion and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other peo-
ple in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your 
Father who is in heaven. 
 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised 
by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3But when 
you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you. 
 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may 
be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6But 
when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Fa-
ther who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . 
. . 
 16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to 
you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head 
and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by 
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your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will re-
ward you. 
 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon Hymn          From God Can Nothing Move Me  713  
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
Offering Chimes: "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" 
 
Offertory for Lent LSB pg. 422 
C On my heart imprint Your image, blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures, never may Your work erase; 
Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, 
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 
And my glory and salvation! 

 
The Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary [...] evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 
Sanctus LSB pg. 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
The Prayers 
 
The Lord's Prayer inside the back cover of the hymnal 
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The Consecration 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Communion Hymns 

If God Himself Be for Me  724  
All Depends on Our Possessing  732  

 
Post-Communion Hymn for Lent LSB pg. 632 
C O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee 

My heartfelt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed 
On me Thy body and Thy blood. 
  
Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: 
What wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within my heart: 
How blessed am I! How good Thou art! 

 
Thanksgiving & Benediction 
P Let us pray... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
C Amen 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give T you peace. 

C Amen. 
  
 
Closing Hymn                   Jesus, Lead Thou On  718  
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