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Today we celebrate the precious gift of life — each person wonderful-
ly made and deeply loved by God. Whether you are young or old, joy-
ful or weary, know that your life has purpose and value in His eyes. 
May we honor the Creator by cherishing the lives He has created.  

 
Opening Hymn     Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  849  
 
Invocation, Confession & Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P ...I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Zion & St. James Lutheran Churches of Martin County, Minnesota 

Pastor John Henry 

The Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 25, 2026 

Regarding Membership and the Holy Communion: 
We believe that, in the Holy Communion, the bread is truly Christ’s Body and the 
wine is truly His Blood, given to us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. As 
we receive this gift individually, we profess that we are truly one body in Christ—
that we are united in one faith and teaching (doctrine). Ordinarily, full participation 
in this Holy Communion is reserved for those who are members in good standing 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any visitors or guests who desire to 
partake of the Body and Blood of Christ are asked to please speak with the Pas-
tor or an Elder before the service.  
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Entrance Psalm Psalm 22:27–28 

 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember 
 and turn | to the Lਏ਒਄,* 
and all the families of the nations 
 shall worship be- | fore you. 
28For kingship belongs | to the Lਏ਒਄,* 
 and he rules over the | nations. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
  
 
Kyrie LSB pgs. 152-153 
Repeated 4 times: 
P ...pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB pg. 154 
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmi-
ties and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend 
us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 
SJL Students    O Sing to the Lord Joy and Thanksgiving SJ only 
 
First Lesson Isaiah 45:1–7 

1Thus says the Lඈඋൽ to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
 whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him 
 and to loose the belts of kings, 
to open doors before him 
 that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you 
 and level the exalted places, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
 and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
 and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the Lඈඋൽ, 
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
 and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
 I name you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the Lඈඋൽ, and there is no other, 
 besides me there is no God; 
 I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
 and from the west, that there is none besides me; 
 I am the Lඈඋൽ, and there is no other. 
7I form light and create darkness, 
 I make well-being and create calamity, 
 I am the Lඈඋൽ, who does all these things.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm Psalm 18:25–30 

 
25With the merciful you show yourself | merciful;* 
 with the blameless man you show yourself | blameless; 
26with the purified you show your- | self pure;* 
 and with the crooked you make yourself seem | tortuous. 
27For you save a humble | people,* 
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 but the haughty eyes | you bring down. 
28For it is you who | light my lamp;* 
 the Lਏ਒਄ my God lightens my | darkness. 
29For by you I can run a- | gainst a troop,* 
 and by my God I can leap o- | ver a wall. 
30This God—his way is | perfect;* 
 the word of the Lਏ਒਄ proves true; 
 he is a shield for all those who take ref- | uge in him. 

 
Second Lesson Romans 15:8–13 
 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 
show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mer-
cy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 
 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia & Verse LSB pg. 156 
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eter-

nal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel John 4:46–54 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 46[Jesus] came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water 
wine. And at Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 
47When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he 
went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was 
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at the point of death. 48So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and 
wonders you will not believe.” 49The official said to him, “Sir, come 
down before my child dies.” 50Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will 
live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on 
his way. 51As he was going down, his servants met him and told him 
that his son was recovering. 52So he asked them the hour when he began 
to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the 
fever left him.” 53The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had 
said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his 
household. 54This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had 
come from Judea to Galilee. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon Hymn                 Evening and Morning  726  
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
Offering 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory for Epiphany LSB pg. 537 
C Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
  
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 
The Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary [...] evermore praising You and 

saying: 
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Sanctus LSB pg. 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Prayers 
P For (all the baptized)... that... let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (servants, ministries, mission, and leadership of the church)... 

that... let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (the civil realm, common welfare, community needs)... that... 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (present and ongoing needs in the congregation)... that... let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (other needs or remembrances)... that... let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P (Prayers for Festivals and Occasions in the Church Year.) ...one 

God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
P Hear us as we pray in the name of Jesus, and as he taught us: 
C Our Father, etc. 
   
The Consecration 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB pg. 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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Communion Hymns 
 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds  524  
 Lord Jesus, Think on Me  610  
 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want  710  
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB pg. 165 
C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been 

fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in 
the sight of ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people 
Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving & Benediction 
P Let us pray... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give T you peace. 

C Amen. 
  
Closing Hymn       Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure  533  
Acknowledgments 
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January bulletins at SJL are sponsored by Diana Mosloski. 
 
You can sponsor the bulletins ($10 per congregation) or online 
broadcast ($25) anytime throughout the year, in honor of a special 
event or giving thanks to God.  Call the church office with your request. 
 
Large Print Hymnals are available at SJL on the right side of the bul-
letin boxes, and at ZION on the back table by the communion cards.  

 
In celebration of Lutheran Schools Week and in 
Thanksgiving to God for all His blessings, the BOCE is 
hosting a pancake breakfast at SJL TODAY, Sunday, 
January 25th, 10:00am - Noon. Pancakes (Gluten-free 
available), sausage, applesauce & beverages. Free-will do-
nations to support SJL School. 



8 

Super Bowl Pizza Time! Order forms are available on 
the table by the communion cards or you may contact 
any LYF member. Please submit orders before Sunday 
January 25th. Pizzas will be ready for pick-up on Satur-
day, February 7th. 

 
If you wish to use the basement at Zion, please: 1. Contact one of the 
elders for permission, and 2. Contact the office to make sure the day 
and time you want are free. Both of these steps need to be done to com-
plete a reservation. Thank you.  
 
If you wish to use the fellowship hall or gym at SJL, please contact 
the office for availability and complete the rental form. Thank you. 
 

 
Ü 2026 Contribution Envelopes are available in the Nar-

thex. Since numbers can change from year to year, please 
do not use the ones from 2025. 

Ü College students please submit your addresses to the of-
fice by January 31st. Thank you. 

 

Zion LWML will be starting a “Noisy Offering” for mite missions on 
the last Sunday of every month. Please bring your loose change for the 
children to bring forward and empty into a 'noisy' offering pail to 'Make 
a Joyful Noise unto the Lord' for missions. There will also be the usual 
plate offering on the last Sunday as well.   
 

Weather Related Announcements will be available on SJL 
Facebook page, or on KEYC (TV, website, Facebook page). If 
you are interested, KEYC has an option to receive notifica-
tions. Download the KEYC News Now app on your phone, go 
to Settings and choose Closings, then scroll down to St James 
Lutheran Church - Northrop or Zion/Fraser Lutheran - 
Fairmont. Contact the church office if you have questions. 

 
St John's Lutheran Church, Willow Creek is having a Soup and 
Sandwich fundraiser on Sunday, February 8th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Menu includes Chili, Chicken Noodle, Broccoli Cheese, Cream of Cau-
liflower and Zuppa Tuscana with hot Ham and Cheese and Grilled 
Cheese sandwiches. To go orders are available. The free will donation 
will go to replace a failing furnace.   
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A Guide for Daily Devotions 

On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, use this bulletin for daily devotions. 
One these days, pray the Collect of the Day each day, and reread the Lessons 
as follows: Monday, First Lesson; Tuesday, Second Lesson; Wednesday, Gos-
pel Lesson. You may also want to pray or sing one of the hymns from the previ-
ous Sunday. 
 
On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, follow this plan to prepare for the coming Sunday. 
 
Each day, pray: 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our 
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in 
all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
 
On Thursday, read Genesis 1:1-13 
On Friday, read 1 John 2:21-25 
On Saturday, read John 12:27-43 
 
You may also want to pray or sing the Hymn of the Day for the coming Sunday: 
 
Hymn: 754 Entrust Your Days and Burdens 

Lutheran Schools in Martin County 
St James Lutheran School, Martin Luther High School  
All Schools and places of learning 
 
St James 
Baptism Birthdays: Cameron Dressen 
Sick & In Distress: Rochelle Franzen, Myla Roskop, Allan Quinn 
Homebound: Carl Luhmann 
 
Zion 
Baptism Birthdays: Reegenn Moeller 
Deaconess Student: Qian Su (Suzie) 
Serving our Country: Kory Brown, Jesse Peterson, Lili Bulfer 
Sick & In Distress: Greg Wallace, Marsha Peterson, Duane Behrens,  
 Myrna Behrens, Chuck Dobson 
Homebound: Norma Patsche, Yonsey Karasek, David Hinz 
 
For the Conversion of St. Paul celebrated January 25 
Almighty God, You turned the heart of him who persecuted the Church and by 
his preaching caused the light of the Gospel to shine throughout the world. 
Grant us ever to rejoice in the saving light of Your Gospel and, following the 
example of the apostle Paul, to spread it to the ends of the earth; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 
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MARTIN LUTHER JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 
SJL & Zion are full association members 

 
Early enrollment for the 2026-2027 school year will open on January 
25 at Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School for new and returning students in 
grades 7-12. Discounts will apply until March 1. For more information 
go  to www.martinlutherhs.com.  
 
"Liberators and the Holocaust" by Arn Kind at Martin Luther Jr/Sr 
High School on Tuesday, January 27 HAS BEEN CANCELED DUE 
TO UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES.  
 
Scientists for South Dakota State University will present an interactive 
Spectacular Science Show at Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School on 
Tuesday, January 27. It is open for grades 1-6 from 9:00-10:30 a.m. and 
for grades 7-12 from Noon until 2:00 p.m. The event is free. Visitors 
are welcome.  
 
The Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School Freshman Class will be hosting 
a Mac 'N Cheese Cook-off on Friday, February 6 at the JAGS Girl's 
game vs Fairmont. Prizes will be awarded to the entries receiving the 
most votes. Entries are due by January 30th. Guests can sample and 
vote from 5-7 p.m. Cost is $7. For more information go 
to www.martinlutherhs.com.  
 
Everyone is invited to the Children's Winter Carnival at ML Jr/Sr 
High School on Sunday, February 1st from 1:00-3:00 p.m. The ML Stu-
dent Council and NHS students will lead games for children, a bouncy 
house will be available and prizes will be given out. Parents can relax in 
the lounge. Cost is $5/child or $15/family. Parents are free.  

  Greeters Acolytes 
SJL  1-25 Paul & Cindy Wolter Alex Egeness 

 2-1 Larry & Linda Becker Lincoln Pavich 

ZION  1-25 Kurt & Pat Steuber Brooklyn Pittman 

 2-1 Dylan & Kristeena Thisius Hayden Bultman 

SJL Ushers: Jordan Luhmann, Keith Hartmann, Jeff & Joey Crissinger 

Elders: Lon (Z), Larry (SJ)            SJL AG: Linda Becker, Dru Egeness 
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Adult Bible Study Opportunities 

Sunday morning Adult Bible Class 

· Zion uses topics from the Lutheran Witness magazine.  

· SJL is starting a new video from the “That the World May Know” series. 
“FAITH FROM A DISTANCE: Do you ever feel like you are a follower 
of Jesus, but from a distance? ‘Follow a Rabbi, drink in his words, and be 
covered with the dust of his feet,’ says the ancient Jewish proverb. In Je-
sus’ day, disciples followed their Rabbi so closely that they would be cov-
ered with the dust kicked up by the Rabbi’s feet. Come, discover how you 
can get dusty and be closer to your Rabbi, Jesus, by doing what He does.” 

 
Friday Morning Bible Study 8am in the Fellowship Hall at SJL has begun a 
new study on the Gospel of John. All are welcome. 

 
 

Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 9 am 
 
1/25  Your Unanswered Bible Questions - Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller  
 and Pastor Brian Kachelmeier 
2/1   The Book of Lamentations, Part 4 – Dr. Reed Lessing 
              The Book of Lamentations, Part 5 – Dr. Reed Lessing 
2/8   Responding to Listener Email and The Issues, Etc Comment Line 
               A New Study on the Mental Health of Women Pressured into 
 Abortion - Dr. David Reardon 
2/15  The Role of Religion in America’s First Century – Dr. Miles Smith 
2/22  Myths About Lutheranism: Lutherans Don’t Teach About Good 
 Works – Bryan Wolfmueller. 

 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR TODAY 
Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 11 am 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Daniel Paavola 
"Cross Words–Words of Power" A crossword puzzle uses an answer only 
once, but Christ is the answer for all people in every place and time. 1 Co-
rinthians 1:17-18  
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THIS WEEK WITH OUR LORD:                   Jan 25 - Feb 1, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:       Mon- Fri, 8:15 AM - Noon 

Office phone: 436-5289      Pastor phone: 219-713-1604 
Email: sjlnorthrop@gmail.com    Website: sjlnorthrop.com or zionfraser.com 

Sunday National Lutheran Schools Week 
 Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 
 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 
 Pancake Breakfast (SJ) 10:00 AM - Noon 
 NFL (SJ) 7:00 PM 
Tuesday Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 
Wednesday Public School Confirmation (6th & 7th grades) (SJ) 4:00 PM 
 Public School Confirmation (8th grade) (SJ) 5:00 PM 
 BOCE Meeting (SJ) 7:00 PM 
Thursday Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 
Friday Morning Bible Study (SJ) 8:00 AM 
Sunday Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 
 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 

Online giving is an easy and reliable method to contrib-
ute to your church while you are out of town, or if you 
are interested in eliminating the need to remember your 
envelope on Sunday morning. You can make a one time 
donation or save time and schedule recurring contribu-
tions. This option is available for either congregation 
through the website; sjlnorthop.com or zionfraser.com, 
or through the tithe.ly church app. 

Reflecting our Stewardship – Zion Jan 18, 2026 
Attendance (HC) 97 (69) MN South $125.00 
Home $6,160.00 SJL School $100.00 
Loose Plate $112.00   

  Reflecting our Stewardship – St James Jan 18, 2026 
Attendance (HC)  60 (55) Transportation $313.11 
Home $2,650.00 LCEF Interest $1,222.11 
Loose Plate $168.00 Online $640.00 

Annual Operating Expense:  $584,000.00 / Average Weekly Need: $11,231.00 

 2026 Giving to date:  32,789.96     Projected Shortfall:   ($15,640.69) 


