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Welcome! We’re so glad you’re here for worship today.  

Our prayer is that you experience God’s presence in a meaningful 
way. Take a moment to greet someone nearby — we’re a family in 

Christ, and we’re grateful you’re part of this gathering.  
 
 
Opening Hymn         Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  790  
 
Invocation, Confession & Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P ...I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Zion & St. James Lutheran Churches of Martin County, Minnesota 

Pastor John Henry 

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 1, 2026 

Regarding Membership and the Holy Communion: 
We believe that, in the Holy Communion, the bread is truly Christ’s Body and the 
wine is truly His Blood, given to us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. As 
we receive this gift individually, we profess that we are truly one body in Christ—
that we are united in one faith and teaching (doctrine). Ordinarily, full participation 
in this Holy Communion is reserved for those who are members in good standing 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any visitors or guests who desire to 
partake of the Body and Blood of Christ are asked to please speak with the Pas-
tor or an Elder before the service.  
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Entrance Psalm Psalm 56:13 

 
13For you have delivered my soul from death, 
 yes, my feet from | falling,* 
that I may walk before God 
 in the | light of life. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
  
Kyrie LSB pgs. 152-153 
Repeated 4 times: 
P ...pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB pg. 154 
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your 
glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 
God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers 
that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and pro-
tection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all tempta-
tions; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SJL Students                O Sing to the Lord 
 Joy and Thanksgiving Zion only 
 
First Lesson Genesis 1:1–13 
 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth 
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God 
saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the dark-
ness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7And God made the ex-
panse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the 
waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the 
expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
second day. 
 9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered togeth-
er into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God 
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he 
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
 11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding 
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according 
to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vege-
tation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bear-
ing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the 
third day. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm Psalm 27:7–8, 13–14 

 
7Hear, O Lਏ਒਄, when I | cry aloud;* 
 be gracious to me and | answer me! 
8You have said, | “Seek my face.”* 
My heart says to you, 
 “Your face, Lਏ਒਄, | do I seek.” 
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13I believe that I shall look upon the goodness | of the Lਏ਒਄* 
 in the land of the | living! 
14Wait | for the Lਏ਒਄;* 
 be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
 wait | for the Lਏ਒਄! 

 
Second Lesson 1 John 2:21–25 
 21I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because 
you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22Who is the liar but he 
who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies 
the Father and the Son. 23No one who denies the Son has the Father. 
Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 24Let what you heard 
from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning 
abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 
25And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia & Verse LSB pg. 156 
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eter-

nal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel John 12:27–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-seventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, 
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified 
it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood there and heard it 
said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 
30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31Now 
is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast 
out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” 33He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to 
die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that 
the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must 
be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35So Jesus said to them, “The 
light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the 
light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness 
does not know where he is going. 36While you have the light, believe in 
the light, that you may become sons of light.” 
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 When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from 
them. 37Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did 
not believe in him, 38so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: 

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, 
 and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 

39Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 
40“He has blinded their eyes 
 and hardened their heart, 
lest they see with their eyes, 
 and understand with their heart, and turn, 
 and I would heal them.” 

41Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 
42Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for 
fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be 
put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved the glory that comes from 
man more than the glory that comes from God. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon Hymn                    O Love, How Deep  544  
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
Offering 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory for Epiphany LSB pg. 537 
C Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
  
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be Thine! 
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The Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary [...] evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 
Sanctus LSB pg. 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Prayers 
P For (all the baptized)... that... let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (servants, ministries, mission, and leadership of the church)... 

that... let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (the civil realm, common welfare, community needs)... that... 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (present and ongoing needs in the congregation)... that... let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (other needs or remembrances)... that... let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P (Prayers for Festivals and Occasions in the Church Year.) ...one 

God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
P Hear us as we pray in the name of Jesus, and as he taught us: 
C Our Father, etc. 
  
  
The Consecration 
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Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB pg. 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Communion Hymns 
 Amazing Grace  744  
 Your Table I Approach  628  
 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  637  
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB pg. 165 
C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been 

fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in 
the sight of ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people 
Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving & Benediction 
P Let us pray... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give T you peace. 

C Amen. 
  
 
Closing Hymn     Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower  694  
 
Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 

© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
You can sponsor the bulletins ($10 per congregation) or online 
broadcast ($25) anytime throughout the year, in honor of a special 
event or giving thanks to God.  Call the church office with your request. 
 
Large Print Hymnals are available at SJL on the right side of the bul-
letin boxes, and at ZION on the back table by the communion cards.  
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A Guide for Daily Devotions 

On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, use this bulletin for daily devo-
tions. One these days, pray the Collect of the Day each day, and reread 
the Lessons as follows: Monday, First Lesson; Tuesday, Second Les-
son; Wednesday, Gospel Lesson. You may also want to pray or sing 
one of the hymns from the previous Sunday. 
 
On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, follow this plan to prepare for the 
coming Sunday. 
 
Each day, pray: 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that 
in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to 
support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
On Thursday, read Genesis 1:14-25 
On Friday, read 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
On Saturday, read John 11:17-44 
 
You may also want to pray or sing the Hymn of the Day for the coming 
Sunday: 
 
Hymn: 754 Entrust Your Days and Burdens 

Lutheran Schools in Martin County 
St James Lutheran School, Martin Luther High School  
All Schools and places of learning 
 
St James 
Baptism Birthdays: Hudson Howe, Stella Manzke,  Jordan Leimer 
Sick & In Distress: Rochelle Franzen, Myla Roskop, Allan Quinn 
Homebound: Carl Luhmann 
 
Zion 
Baptism Birthdays: Jadyn Montgomery, Bob Traetow, Ellis Thisius,  
 Noah Thisius, Angela Brown  
Deaconess Student: Qian Su (Suzie) 
Serving our Country: Kory Brown, Jesse Peterson, Lili Bulfer 
Sick & In Distress: Greg Wallace, Marsha Peterson, Duane Behrens,  
 Myrna Behrens, Chuck Dobson 
Homebound: Norma Patsche, Yonsey Karasek, David Hinz 
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ANNUAL CHURCH VOTER’S MEETING 
  SJL:  Feb 11th @ 7:00 

(Bring your annual reports) 
 
Become a Church Voter. All adults (age 18+) can be voters and help 
make decisions for your church. Members from all generations are 
needed to ensure the future of our congregations continue forward in 
faith. Contact an elder if you have questions. 
 
If you wish to use the basement at Zion, please: 1. Contact one of the 
elders for permission, and 2. Contact the office to make sure the day 
and time you want are free. Both of these steps need to be done to com-
plete a reservation. Thank you.  
 
If you wish to use the fellowship hall or gym at SJL, please contact 
the office for availability and complete the rental form. Thank you. 
 
St John's Lutheran Church, Willow Creek is having a Soup and 
Sandwich fundraiser on Sunday, February 8th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Menu includes Chili, Chicken Noodle, Broccoli Cheese, Cream of Cau-
liflower and Zuppa Tuscana with hot Ham and Cheese and Grilled 
Cheese sandwiches. To go orders are available. The free will donation 
will go to replace a failing furnace.   
 

Weather Related Announcements will be available on SJL 
Facebook page, or on KEYC (TV, website, Facebook page). If 
you are interested, KEYC has an option to receive notifica-
tions. Download the KEYC News Now app on your phone, go 
to Settings and choose Closings, then scroll down to St James 
Lutheran Church - Northrop or Zion/Fraser Lutheran - 
Fairmont. Contact the church office if you have questions. 

Thank you St. James Lutheran Church, Zion Church, and SJL PTL 
for everything you do for us. I love my school. I love the people 
who use their Ɵme at this place to teach us. I love God. I love the 
food. I love my friends. Psalm 37:21 The wicked borrows and does 
not pay back, but the righteous is generous and gives. 

~Charlie, Grade 4 

Thank you St. James Lutheran Church, Zion Church, and SJL PTL 
for everything you do for us. I love my school. I like to learn about 
History. It is very cool. I think PE is very fun. English is a liƩle hard, 
but it is geƫng easier. I like learning the states and capitals. 

~Brennan, Grade 4 
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MARTIN LUTHER JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 
SJL & Zion are full association members 

 
Enrollment is now open at Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School for the 
2026–2027 school year! We welcome students in grades 7–12 and 
warmly invite families to visit our campus to learn more about our vi-
brant school community. A discounted enrollment fee of $100 is 
available through March 1. Learn more and enroll at 
www.martinlutherhs.com.    
 
Everyone is invited to the Children's Winter Carnival at ML Jr/Sr 
High School on Sunday, February 1st from 1:00-3:00 p.m. The ML Stu-
dent Council and NHS students will lead games for children, a bouncy 
house will be available and prizes will be given out. Parents can relax in 
the lounge. Cost is $5/child or $15/family. Parents are free.  
 
The Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School Freshman Class will be hosting 
a Mac 'N Cheese Cook-off on Friday, February 6 at the JAGS Girl's 
game vs Fairmont. Prizes will be awarded to the entries receiving the 
most votes. Entries are due by January 30th. Guests can sample and 
vote from 5-7 p.m. Cost is $7. For more information go 
to www.martinlutherhs.com.  
 
All 5th & 6th grade students are invited to Step UP Day! Join us 
on Friday, February 27, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Martin Lu-
ther Jr/Sr High School in Northrop. Students and teachers have 
planned fun, engaging activities for our visitors, and a pizza lunch will 
be provided. Come experience the welcoming and exciting learning 
environment at MLHS! Please RSVP by calling 507-436-5249 to re-
serve your spot. 

  Greeters Acolytes 
SJL  2-1 Larry & Linda Becker Lincoln Pavich 

 2-8 Lee & Julie Baarts Oakley Bohlsen 

ZION  2-1 Dylan & Kristeena Thisius Hayden Bultman 

 2-8 Tim & Jaclyn Tow Addison Meyeraan 

SJL Ushers: Mike Steuber, Lonny Becker, Josh Howe, David Rode 

Elders: Gary (Z), Daryl (SJ)             SJL AG: Cheryl Becker, Dar Quade 
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Adult Bible Study Opportunities 
Sunday morning Adult Bible Class 
· Zion uses topics from the Lutheran Witness magazine.  

· SJL is starting a new video from the “That the World May Know” 
series. “FAITH FROM A DISTANCE: Do you ever feel like you 
are a follower of Jesus, but from a distance? ‘Follow a Rabbi, drink 
in his words, and be covered with the dust of his feet,’ says the an-
cient Jewish proverb. In Jesus’ day, disciples followed their Rabbi 
so closely that they would be covered with the dust kicked up by 
the Rabbi’s feet. Come, discover how you can get dusty and be 
closer to your Rabbi, Jesus, by doing what He does.” 

 
Friday Morning Bible Study 8am in the Fellowship Hall at SJL. All 
are welcome to join in studying the Gospel of John. 

 
 

Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 9 am 
 
2/1  The Book of Lamentations, Part 4 – Dr. Reed Lessing 
              The Book of Lamentations, Part 5 – Dr. Reed Lessing 
2/8  Responding to Listener Email and The Issues, Etc Comment Line 
               A New Study on the Mental Health of Women Pressured into 
 Abortion - Dr. David Reardon 
2/15  The Role of Religion in America’s First Century – Dr. Miles Smith 
2/22  Myths About Lutheranism: Lutherans Don’t Teach About Good 
 Works – Bryan Wolfmueller. 
 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR TODAY 
Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 11 am 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

"Rotten Tomatoes" Boasting gone wrong–it’s the rotten fruit of rightful 
praise. It happens when we forget that everything we have is a gift, even 
the things we think we’ve earned and deserved. 1 Corinthians 1: 30-31  
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THIS WEEK WITH OUR LORD:                   Feb 1 - 8, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:       Mon- Fri, 8:15 AM - Noon 

Office phone: 436-5289      Pastor phone: 219-713-1604 
Email: sjlnorthrop@gmail.com    Website: sjlnorthrop.com or zionfraser.com 

Sunday Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 
 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 
 Winter Carnival (ML) 1:00-3:00 PM 
 NFL (SJ) 7:00 PM 
Tuesday Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 
Wednesday Public School Confirmation (6th & 7th grades) (SJ) 4:00 PM 
 Public School Confirmation (8th grade) (SJ) 5:00 PM 
 Jt Elders Meeting (SJ) 7:00 PM 
Thursday Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 
Friday Morning Bible Study (SJ) 8:00 AM 
Saturday LYF Pizza Making 
Sunday Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 
 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 

Online giving is an easy and reliable method to contrib-
ute to your church while you are out of town, or if you 
are interested in eliminating the need to remember your 
envelope on Sunday morning. You can make a one time 
donation or save time and schedule recurring contribu-
tions. This option is available for either congregation 
through the website; sjlnorthop.com or zionfraser.com, 
or through the tithe.ly church app. 

Reflecting our Stewardship – Zion Jan 25, 2026 
Attendance (HC) 42 (38) MN South $100.00 
Home $3,575.00 SJL School $200.00 
Loose Plate $24.00   

  Reflecting our Stewardship – St James Jan 25, 2026 
Attendance (HC)  177 (106) Missions $170.00 
Home $8,360.00 Transportation $81.82 

Loose Plate $300.00 MLHS $1,500.00 

Annual Operating Expense:  $584,000.00 / Average Weekly Need: $11,231.00 

 2026 Giving to date:  42,306.78     Projected Shortfall:   ($34,011.86) 

Online $575.00 Memorials $10.00 

SJLS Misc $200.00   


