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As we spring forward into a new season, may we also step into the 

fresh grace God provides each day. Though we may have lost an hour 
of sleep, we gain time together in His presence—a reminder that His 

mercies are new every morning.  
 
 
Opening Hymn          All Who Believe and Are Baptized  601  
 
Invocation, Confession & Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly de-
serve Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am hearti-
ly sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You 
of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, inno-
cent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P ... in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Zion & St. James Lutheran Churches of Martin County, Minnesota 

Pastor John Henry 

The Third Sunday of Lent 

March 8, 2026 

Regarding Membership and the Holy Communion: 
We believe that, in the Holy Communion, the bread is truly Christ’s Body and the 
wine is truly His Blood, given to us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. As 
we receive this gift individually, we profess that we are truly one body in Christ—
that we are united in one faith and teaching (doctrine). Ordinarily, full participation 
in this Holy Communion is reserved for those who are members in good standing 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any visitors or guests who desire to 
partake of the Body and Blood of Christ are asked to please speak with the Pas-
tor or an Elder before the service.  
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Entrance Psalm Psalm 25:15–16 

 
15My eyes are ever | toward the Lਏ਒਄,* 
 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 
16Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,* 
 for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
      and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
      is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 
 
Kyrie sung; repeated ten times. LSB pg. 204 
P ...let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all 
who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with 
penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the un-
changeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
First Lesson Exodus 8:16–24 
 16Then the Lඈඋൽ said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your 
staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all 
the land of Egypt.’” 17And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand 
with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on 
man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of 
Egypt. 18The magicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but 
they could not. So there were gnats on man and beast. 19Then the magi-
cians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart 
was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lඈඋൽ had said. 
 20Then the Lඈඋൽ said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and 
present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, 
‘Thus says the Lඈඋൽ, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 21Or 
else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of 
flies on you and your servants and your people, and into your houses. 
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And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies, 
and also the ground on which they stand. 22But on that day I will set 
apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no swarms of 
flies shall be there, that you may know that I am the Lඈඋൽ in the midst 
of the earth. 23Thus I will put a division between my people and your 
people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen.”’” 24And the Lඈඋൽ did so. 
There came great swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh and into his 
servants’ houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt the land was ruined 
by the swarms of flies. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm Psalm 38:16–22 

 
16For I said, “Only let them not rejoice | over me,* 
 who boast against me when my | foot slips!” 
17For I am read- | y to fall,* 
 and my pain is ever be- | fore me. 
18I confess my in- | iquity;* 
 I am sorry | for my sin. 
19But my foes are vigorous, they are | mighty,* 
 and many are those who hate me | wrongfully. 
20Those who render me e- | vil for good* 
 accuse me because I follow | after good. 
21Do not forsake me, | O Lਏ਒਄!* 
 O my God, be not | far from me! 
22Make haste to | help me,* 
 O Lord, my sal- | vation! 

 
Second Lesson Romans 1:16–32 
 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for 
faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 
 18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodli-
ness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness sup-
press the truth. 19For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them. 20For his invisible attributes, name-
ly, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. 
So they are without excuse. 21For although they knew God, they did not 
honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
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thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
 24Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, 
to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25because they 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 
 26For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For 
their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to 
nature; 27and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women 
and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing 
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty 
for their error. 
 28And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them 
up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29They were 
filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. 
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, 30slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inven-
tors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31foolish, faithless, heartless, ruth-
less. 32Though they know God’s decree that those who practice such 
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those 
who practice them. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 11:14–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 14Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the de-
mon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 15But 
some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of 
demons,” 16while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from 
heaven. 17But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom 
divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18And 
if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? 
For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19And if I cast out de-
mons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore 
they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out 
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21When a strong 
man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22but when 
one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his 
armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 23Whoever is not with 
me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 
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 24“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through 
waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to 
my house from which I came.’ 25And when it comes, it finds the house 
swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven other spirits 
more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state 
of that person is worse than the first.” 
 27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and 
said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at 
which you nursed!” 28But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear 
the word of God and keep it!” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon Hymn           O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe  666  
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
Offering 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory for Lent LSB pg. 422 
C On my heart imprint Your image, blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures, never may Your work 
erase; 
Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, 
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 
And my glory and salvation! 

 
The Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary [...] evermore praising You and 

saying: 
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Sanctus LSB pg. 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
The Prayers of the Church, and the Lord's Prayer 
P For (all the baptized)... that... let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (servants, ministries, mission, and leadership of the church)... 

that... let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (the civil realm, common welfare, community needs)... that... 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (present and ongoing needs in the congregation)... that... let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For (other needs or remembrances)... that... let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P (Prayers for Festivals and Occasions in the Church Year.) ...one 

God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
P Hear us as we pray in the name of Jesus, and as he taught us: 
C Our Father, etc. 
   
The Consecration 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Communion Hymns 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  425 
What Wondrous Love Is This  543 
O Love, How Deep  544  
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Post-Communion Hymn for Lent LSB pg. 632 
C O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee 

My heartfelt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed 
On me Thy body and Thy blood. 
  
Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: 
What wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within my heart: 
How blessed am I! How good Thou art! 

 
Thanksgiving & Benediction 
P Let us pray... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
C Amen 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give T you peace. 

C Amen. 
  
Closing Hymn             I Know My Faith Is Founded  587  
Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 

© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
Brandon & Amanda Steuber are sponsoring the bulletins and broad-
cast for the month of March in celebration of their 1st wedding anniver-
sary on March 1st and Kurt & Pat’s 51st anniversary on the 22nd. May 
God continue to bless your marriages. 
 
Marilyn Carrigan and Family are sponsoring the bulletins at SJL and 
the broadcast for March in memory of loved ones. May God continue to 
bless your family. 
 
Preschool/Kindergarten Open House at SJL will be held on Thurs-
day, March 19, 4:30-6PM. We offer half or full day preschool options 
and full time kindergarten. Come to see the classrooms, talk with the 
teachers, and check out all we have to offer. Please share with anyone 
who might be interested for the fall. If you are unable to attend and 
would like more information contact Laura Henry (507-432-6597, lau-
rahenry@sjlnorthrop.com) or Kristen Schoen (507-236-3742, kris-
tenshoen@sjlnorthrop.com) 



8 

 

A Guide for Daily Devotions 

On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, use this bulletin for daily devo-
tions. One these days, pray the Collect of the Day each day, and reread the 
Lessons as follows: Monday, First Lesson; Tuesday, Second Lesson; 
Wednesday, Gospel Lesson. You may also want to pray or sing one of the 
hymns from the previous Sunday. 
 
On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, follow this plan to prepare for the 
coming Sunday. 
 
Each day, pray: 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 
and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children 
and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, 
and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 
On Thursday, read Exodus 16:2-21 
On Friday, read Romans 5:1-11 
On Saturday, read John 6:1-15 
 
You may also want to pray or sing the Hymn of the Day for the coming 
Sunday: 
 
Hymn: 730 What Is the World to Me 

Lutheran Schools in Martin County 
St James Lutheran School, Martin Luther High School  
All Schools and places of learning 
 
St James 
Baptism Birthdays: Kris Rode, Heidi Steuber, Alex Schuder, Garrett Schock, 
 Bethany Petrowiak, Brianna Petrowiak 
Sick & In Distress: Rochelle Franzen, Myla Roskop, Allan Quinn 
Homebound: Carl Luhmann 
 
Zion 
Baptism Birthdays: Jeff  Moeller, Jenny Wille, Kailer Poppe,  
 Tyler Morris, Kayvry Poppe 
Deaconess Student: Qian Su (Suzie) 
Serving our Country: Kory Brown, Jesse Peterson, Lili Bulfer 
Sick & In Distress: Greg Wallace, Marsha Peterson, Duane Behrens,  
 Myrna Behrens, Chuck Dobson, Bob Traetow 
Homebound: Norma Patsche, Yonsey Karasek, David Hinz 



9 

 

 

Camp Omega is the mission for our Lent III offerings. Established in 
1964 and located just north of Waterville, Minnesota, Camp Omega has 
been serving for over 60 years as a Christian retreat facility and summer 
camp.  Rooted in Christ, Camp Omega is dedicated to nurturing the 
spiritual, physical, emotional, and intellectual growth of people of all 
ages. 
 
Choir practice for Easter services will be held after Lenten worship at 
Zion. All voices are welcome to join us as we prepare for the Easter 
celebration. 
 

Easter Flowers available through Dee’s Floral & De-
signs 235-9856. Last day to order is March 23rd. 

Easter Lily - $18  Cyclamen - $18 
Kalanchoe - $18 Hydrangea - $40 

 

A special page will be reserved in the bulletin for anyone wanting to 
give Easter flowers in memory of a loved one or in recognition of a spe-
cial event.   Bulletin deadline is Monday, March 30th; call the church 
office (436-5289) or email your information to sjlnorthrop@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

LENT III 

March 11th @ Zion Lutheran 
 

6:00-6:45pm Supper 

PTL will be serving 
Spaghetti, Garlic Bread,  

Cookies/Bars and Beverages 
 

7:00pm Vespers Service 

  Greeters Acolytes 
SJL  3-8 Jamee & Tara Bohlseen Alex Egeness 

 3-15 Donovan Bremer Lincoln Pavich 

ZION  3-8 Jennifer Wille Family Braxton Roberts 

 3-11 Wayne & Laura Wille     7pm ——- 

SJL Ushers: Greg Rabbe, Greg Schock, Warren Schultze, Matt Schuder 

Elders: Doug (Z), Jason (SJ)             SJL AG: Kay Vogt, Sandra Luhmann 

 3-15 Sarah Wirth Family Addison Meyeraan 
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Congratulations to Daryl Bartz, Duane Behrens, & Larry Becker on their 
induction into the inaugural Martin County Pork Producers Hall of 
Fame!  They will be honored on Saturday 3/21 at the county banquet. Tickets 
available from Andrea Fiebelkorn @ 775-397-8111, $15 by 3/8 and $20 after 
that. 
 
EGG FUNDRAISER = In just over 4 years over $4,400 has been raised. LYF 
is heading to Higher Things conference this summer, so current egg donations 
will go towards this trip.  Also, thanks to Brenda Kotewa & Hoewisch’s for 
sharing extra eggs when they have them.  Eggs are available in the narthex at 
SJL after church or call/text Lynn at 230-2700 to get direct from the farm. 

 
Help needed at SJL for Easter Breakfast. We need a group or indi-
vidual to be in charge of  breakfast. LYF is unable to do it this year. 
Please contact the office if you are able to help out. 

MARTIN LUTHER JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 
SJL & Zion are full association members 

 
Enrollment is now open at Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School for the 2026–
2027 school year! We welcome students in grades 7–12 and warmly invite 
families to visit our campus to learn more about our vibrant school community. 
Learn more and enroll at www.martinlutherhs.com.    
 
Everyone is welcome to attend a presentation on Distracted Driving at 
Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School on Wednesday, March 11 at 1:30 p.m. The 
event is free. Speaker is Matt Logan founder of BE SHINY.  
 
The Class of 2028 is hosting a Baked Potato Bar Lunch on Sunday, March 
15 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School. Cost is a 
Free Will Donation.   
 
The March Delegate Meeting will be held at Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School 
on Sunday, March 15 at 1:00 p.m. All pastors, delegates and interested parties 
are welcome to attend.  
 
Get your tickets to the OH! What a KNIGHT! Dinner Auction at Martin 
Luther Jr./Sr. High School on Saturday, March 28. This year’s theme 
is “Ebony & Ivory.” Guests are invited to dress in black and white, 
with prizes awarded for Best Dressed. (Ties will be available to rent at ad-
mission.) Enjoy hundreds of silent and live auction items, plus fun games 
where guests can win big prizes throughout the evening. Donations of new, 
unique items, crafts, and services are greatly appreciated before March 
1. Preview auction items by watching for photos on our website. Advance sale 
tickets are $40 and can be purchased at www.martinlutherhs.com. 
 
The Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School Knights4Life Group is collecting 
personal care items. Donations of travel size products are appreciated. Go 
to www.martinlutherhs.com for more details.  
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Adult Bible Study Opportunities 
Sunday morning Adult Bible Class 
· Zion uses topics from the Lutheran Witness magazine.  
· SJL is starting a new video from the “That the World May Know” 

series. “Walk as Jesus Walked: How badly do you want to be like 
Jesus? As disciples of Jesus, we’ve discovered that following Him 
demands commitment to the text and complete devotion to Chris-
tiam community. But there is more. Come discover the fierce pas-
sion of our early Christian brothers and sisters to walk like Jesus-
even when the path became treacherous. 

 
Friday Morning Bible Study 8am in the Fellowship Hall at SJL. All 
are welcome to join in studying the Gospel of John. 

 
 

Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 9 am 
3/8    The Annunciation – Dr. Arthur Just 
3/15  The Hymn, “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”  
 – Pr. Peter Bender, 
3/22  The Mountain of the Lord and the Resurrection  
 – Pr. Brian Kachelmeier, 
 Lenten Reflections on the Person and Work of Christ  
 – Dr. Andrew Steinmann, 
3/29  The Promises of God in Scripture, Part 7: God’s Promises to David  
 – Pr. Will Weedon, 
 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR TODAY 
Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 11 am 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Daniel Paavola 
"What Was the Price on That?" When we couldn’t pay the price of our re-
demption, God did so completely by the life of Jesus. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20  
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THIS WEEK WITH OUR LORD:                   Mar 8-15, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:       Mon - Fri, 8:15 AM - Noon 

Office phone: 436-5289      Pastor phone: 219-713-1604 
Email: sjlnorthrop@gmail.com    Website: sjlnorthrop.com or zionfraser.com 

Sunday Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 
 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 
Monday LWML Zone Board Mtg-SPL Fmt 5:00 PM 
Tuesday Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 
Wednesday LENT III 

 Public School Confirmation (6th & 7th grades) (SJ) 4:00 PM 
 Public School Confirmation (8th grade) (SJ) 5:00 PM 
 Lent Supper (Z) 6:00 PM 
 Lenten Vespers Service (Z) 7:00 PM 
 Jt Choir Practice (Z) 8:00 PM 
 Z Trustees Meeting (Z) 8:00 PM 
Thursday Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 
 SJL Council Meeting (SJ) 7:00 PM 
Friday Morning Bible Study (SJ) 8:00 AM 
Sunday Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 

 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 
 Baked Potato Bar Lunch (ML) 10:30AM - 1:00 PM 
 MLHS Delegate Meeting (ML) 1:00 PM 
 NFL (SJ) 7:00 PM 

  Reflecting our Stewardship – St James Mar 1, 2026 
Attendance (HC)  75 (63) Tuition $600.00 
Home $3,290.00 Missions $150.00 
Online $615.00 Memorials $280.00 
Loose Plate $134.00 MLHS $300.00 

Annual Operating Expense:  $584,000.00 / Average Weekly Need: $11,231.00 

 2026 Giving to date:  97,984.37    Projected Shortfall:   ($17,868.08) 

Zion Support $6,789.52 SJLS $300.00 
Lent I-SJLS $278.00 Lent II-LBT $50.00 

Reflecting our Stewardship – Zion Mar 1, 2026 
Attendance (HC) 94 (60) MN South $200.00 
Home $4,25500 SJL School $100.00 
Loose Plate $100.00 MLHS $800.00 
Lent I - SJLS $560.00   


