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The warmest of welcomes to one and all. Lift up your hearts unto the Lord. 
Reach out in loving acceptance to those around you.  

We are all children of the heavenly King.  
 

Opening Hymn       The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want  710  
 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Invocation, Confession & Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will for-

give our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

P ...I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Zion & St. James Lutheran Churches of Martin County, Minnesota 

Pastor John Henry 

Third Sunday of Easter 

April 19, 2026 

Regarding Membership and the Holy Communion: 
We believe that, in the Holy Communion, the bread is truly Christ’s Body and the 
wine is truly His Blood, given to us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. As 
we receive this gift individually, we profess that we are truly one body in Christ—
that we are united in one faith and teaching (doctrine). Ordinarily, full participation 
in this Holy Communion is reserved for those who are members in good standing 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any visitors or guests who desire to 
partake of the Body and Blood of Christ are asked to please speak with the Pas-
tor or an Elder before the service.  
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Entrance Psalm Psalm 33:4–5 

 
4For the word of the Lਏ਒਄ is | upright,* 
 and all his work is done in | faithfulness. 
5He loves righteousness and | justice;* 
 the earth is full of the steadfast love | of the Lਏ਒਄. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
  
 
Kyrie LSB pg. 
Repeated 4 times: 
P ...pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
This is the Feast LSB pg. 155 
C (Refrain): This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alle-

luia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 
free to be people of God. (Refrain) 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and 
glory are His. (Refrain)  
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forev-
er. Amen. (Refrain)  
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
(Refrain)  

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from 
death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who 
calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
First Lesson 1 Samuel 17:31–37, 40–50 
 31When the words that David spoke were heard, they repeated them 
before Saul, and he sent for him. 32And David said to Saul, “Let no 
man’s heart fail because of him. Your servant will go and fight with this 
Philistine.” 33And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against 
this Philistine to fight with him, for you are but a youth, and he has 
been a man of war from his youth.” 34But David said to Saul, “Your 
servant used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, 
or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, 35I went after him and struck 
him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I 
caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him. 36Your servant 
has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine 
shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living 
God.” 37And David said, “The Lඈඋൽ who delivered me from the paw of 
the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of 
this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lඈඋൽ be with 
you!” 
 40Then he took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones 
from the brook and put them in his shepherd’s pouch. His sling was in 
his hand, and he approached the Philistine. 
 41And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, with his 
shield-bearer in front of him. 42And when the Philistine looked and saw 
David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and handsome 
in appearance. 43And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you 
come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 
44The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh 
to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” 45Then David said 
to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a spear and 
with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lඈඋൽ of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the 
Lඈඋൽ will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut 
off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philis-
tines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, 
that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that all 
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this assembly may know that the Lඈඋൽ saves not with sword and spear. 
For the battle is the Lඈඋൽ’s, and he will give you into our hand.” 
 48When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, 
David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49And 
David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and slung it and 
struck the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, 
and he fell on his face to the ground. 
 50So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, 
and struck the Philistine and killed him. There was no sword in the 
hand of David. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm Psalm 23 

 
1The Lਏ਒਄ is my | shepherd;* 
 I | shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 
 He leads me beside still | waters. 
3He re- | stores my soul.* 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 
 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my | enemies;* 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup | overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days | of my life,* 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lਏ਒਄ for- | ever. 

 
Second Lesson 1 Peter 2:21–25 
 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He 
committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he 
was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 
24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
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25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shep-
herd and Overseer of your souls. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
All rise. 
 
Alleluia LSB  pg. 266 
C Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 

  
Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed. 
Raised from the dead, He will never die again. 
Death has no more dominion over Him. 
  
Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 
  
Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all. 
Living, He lives to God. 
Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. 
  
Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
The Holy Gospel John 10:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord! 
 1“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 
2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the 
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 
5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech Jesus used with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
 7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door 
of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he 
will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. 11I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shep-
herd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He 
flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am 
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the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Fa-
ther.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Sermon Hymn        I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives  468  
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
The Prayers 
P For... let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
Offering 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory for Easter LSB 461 
C  I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living head. 
  
He lives to grant me rich supply; 
He lives to guide me with His eye; 
He lives to comfort me when faint; 
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 
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The Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary [...] evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 
Sanctus LSB pg. 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord's Prayer inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
The Consecration 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB pg. 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Communion Hymns 
 With High Delight Let Us Unite  483  
 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb  740  
 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia  466  
 
Post-Communion Canticle LSB pg. 261 
C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 

my salvation. 
  
With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 
And you will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 
make known His deeds among the peoples, 
proclaim that His name is exalted.” 
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 The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 
my salvation. 
  
Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 
let this be made known in all the earth. 
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your 
midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 
my salvation. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 
my salvation. 

 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Thanksgiving & Benediction 
P Let us pray... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
C Amen 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give T you peace. 

C Amen. 
  
Closing Hymn           The King of Love My Shepherd Is  709  
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The Family of Bob & Viv Traetow are sponsoring the bulletins at Zi-
on for the month of April, in recognition of their 70th wedding anniver-
sary on April 14th. May God continue to bless your marriage. 
 
Bulletins and Broadcasts for the month of April are sponsored by Jo-
nah Luhmann in recognition of Autism Awareness Month and in Glory 
to God for His many blessings. 
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LWML Blue Earth Zone Spring Mission Gathering on Tuesday, April 
21st at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1200 N. North Ave, Fairmont. Regis-
tration begins at 5pm, including a light supper. Gifts from the Heart to 
support Options Pregnancy Center, Fairmont. Items needed: Size 5 or 6 
diapers, baby wipes (gentle or scent free), Enfamil formula (yellow/purple 
canister), baby clothes (size 12 months and up), baby care shampoo/ body 
wash/ lotion, and Mom personal care items. 
 
May Newsletter deadline -Tuesday, April 21st. 

 
All are invited to a Come and Go bridal shower for Amanda 
Wilson (Schuder), Saturday April 25th, 1:00-3:00 pm at SJL. 
 

Lutheran Schools in Martin County 
St James Lutheran School, Martin Luther High School  
All Schools and places of learning 
 
St James 
Baptism Birthdays: Anders Egeness, Cindy Wolter, Katy Gonzalez, 
 Jacob Wolter 
Sick & In Distress: Rochelle Franzen, Allan Quinn 
Homebound: Carl Luhmann 
 
Zion 
Baptism Birthdays: Lorna Bicknase 
Deaconess Student: Qian Su (Suzie) 
Serving our Country: Kory Brown, Jesse Peterson, Lili Bulfer 
Sick & In Distress: Greg Wallace, Marsha Peterson, Duane Behrens,  
 Myrna Behrens, Chuck Dobson, Bob Traetow, Dorie Schwieger 
Homebound: Norma Patsche, Yonsey Karasek, David Hinz 

 
 
 
 

Examination: Sunday April 26th, 6pm at SJL 
Confirmation: Sunday May 3rd, 8:30am at SJL, 10am at Zion 

 
Please keep these students in your prayers as they prepare for  

Public Examination and Confirmation. 
 

SJL: Oakley Bohlsen, Alex Egeness 
ZION: Harper Armbrust, Lydia Murphy, Ethan Odegaard, Max Wirth 
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MARTIN LUTHER JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 
SJL & Zion are full association members 

 
Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School is looking for a full-time Science 
teacher and part-time Spanish teacher for the next school year. Qual-
ified instructors who are vested in the Lutheran educational ministry are 
asked to contact Principal David Stuckwisch at 507-436-5249 or 
email principal@martinlutherhs.com.   
 
The MLHS Class of 2027 is selling KWIK Trip Car Wash Cards. 
Contact any Junior to purchase. 
 
The MLHS National Honor Society Students will be hosting a Red 
Cross Blood Drive on Monday, April 27 from 12:30 p.m to 5:30 p.m. 
Students can earn scholarships if we meet our quota of donors.    
 
Think SPRING!!! Plants, herbs and flowers grown by students in the 
Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School Greenhouse will be available for pur-
chase beginning May 1. Mother's Day hanging baskets and patio plants 
will be available also. Sale hours are during school hours. Additional 
hours will be posted at www.martinlutherhs.com under Special Events. 
Call 507-436-5249.   
 
The Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School Europe Trip Group will be host-
ing a Mother's Day Brunch on Sunday, May 10th from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Menu includes assorted Egg Bakes, Eleanor's Fruit Salad, Donuts 
from Kiehl's Bakery in Lakefield and Beverages. Cost is a free will do-
nation. Proceeds will support the 2026 Educational Tour to England 
and Scotland.   

Pillow Cleaning, sponsored by CREST, available on Thursday, April 
30th, 7:30am-3:30pm at Evangelical Christian Church, 901 Woodland Ave, 
Fairmont. Chemical Free/Fluffed/Sanitized/Deodorized. 
 
If you wish to use the basement at Zion, please: 1. Contact one of the 
elders for permission, and 2. Contact the office to make sure the day and 
time you want are free. Both of these steps need to be done to complete a 
reservation. Thank you.  
 
If you wish to use the fellowship hall or gym at SJL, please contact the 
office for availability and complete the rental form. Thank you. 
 
Large Print Hymnals are available at SJL on the right side of the bulletin 
boxes, and at ZION on the back table by the communion cards.  
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Adult Bible Study Opportunities 
Sunday morning Adult Bible Class 
· Zion uses topics from the Lutheran Witness magazine.  
· SJL “God Heard Their Cry: In ancient times, nothing was bigger 

than Egypt. Powerful pharaohs, strong armies, and a multitude of 
gods. God’s people were no match against the Egyptians. Discover 
how God answers the cry of His persecuted people and proclaims 
himself LORD to them and their oppressors.” 

 
Friday Morning Bible Study 8am in the Fellowship Hall at SJL. All 
are welcome to join in studying the Gospel of John. 

 
 

Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 9 am 
4/19  Lutheran Christology – Dr. Jordan Cooper 
4/26  Lutheranism vs. Lutherism – Dr. Jordan Cooper, 
 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR TODAY 
Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 11 am 

Guest Speaker: Pastor Ryan Tinetti 
"Not in Vain" Because Jesus lives, your future is certain. You can also be 
confident that your present life has meaning and worth. In the Lord, your 
labor is not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

  Greeters Acolytes 
SJL  4-19 Albert & Dru Egeness Oakley Bohlsen 

 4-26 Mike & Samantha Egeness Lincoln Pavich 

ZION  4-19 Doug & Lorna Bicknase Ethan Odegaard 

 4-26 Klay & Jenna Brown Brooklynn Pittman 
SJL Ushers: Levi Becker, Ken Petrowiak, Bryan Simmering, Mike Egeness  

Elders: Lon (Z), Larry (SJ)        SJL AG: Sherri Roforth, Cindi Tomlinson 
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   Reflecting our Stewardship – St James April 12, 2026 
Attendance (HC)  94 (67) Missions $20.00 
Home $7,580.00 Zion Support $665.00 
Online $2,411.70 Tuition $100.00 
Loose Plate $317.00 Tuition Angel $300.00 

Annual Operating Expense:  $584,000.00 / Average Weekly Need: $11,231.00 

 2026 Giving to date:  157,424.34    Projected Shortfall:   ($38,262.29) 

Reflecting our Stewardship – Zion April 12, 2026 
Attendance (HC) 69 (53) MN South $100.00 
Home $3,029.00 Loose Plate $44.00 

Online giving is an easy and reliable method to contribute to your church 
while you are out of town, or if you are interested in eliminating the need to 
remember your envelope on Sunday morning. You can make a one time dona-
tion or save time and schedule recurring contributions. This option is available 
for either congregation through the website; sjlnorthop.com or zionfraser.com, 
or through the tithe.ly church app. 

THIS WEEK WITH OUR LORD:                   April 19-26, 2026 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:       Mon - Fri, 8:15 AM - Noon 
Office phone: 436-5289      Pastor phone: 219-713-1604 

Email: sjlnorthrop@gmail.com    Website: sjlnorthrop.com or zionfraser.com 

Sunday Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 

 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 

 NFL (SJ) 7:00 PM 

Tuesday Newsletter Deadline 

 Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 

 LWML Zone Rally - Immanuel, Fmt 5:00 PM 

 PTL - Zoom (SJ) 7:00 PM 

Wednesday Public School Confirmation (6th & 7th grades) (SJ) 4:00 PM 

 Public School Confirmation (8th grade) (SJ) 5:00 PM 

 BOCE Meeting (SJ) 6:00 PM 

Thursday Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 

Friday Morning Bible Study (SJ) 8:00 AM  

Sunday Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 

 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 

 Confirmation Examination (SJ) 6:00 PM 


