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Welcome to worship. We are happy to have you here today as a  
partner in prayer, in song and in the hearing of God’s word.   

 
Opening Hymn     Lord, This Day We’ve Come to Worship  911  
 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Invocation, Confession & Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will for-

give our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

P ...I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Zion & St. James Lutheran Churches of Martin County, Minnesota 

Pastor John Henry 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 26, 2026 

Regarding Membership and the Holy Communion: 
We believe that, in the Holy Communion, the bread is truly Christ’s Body and the 
wine is truly His Blood, given to us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. As 
we receive this gift individually, we profess that we are truly one body in Christ—
that we are united in one faith and teaching (doctrine). Ordinarily, full participation 
in this Holy Communion is reserved for those who are members in good standing 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any visitors or guests who desire to 
partake of the Body and Blood of Christ are asked to please speak with the Pas-
tor or an Elder before the service.  
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Entrance Psalm Psalm 66:1–2 

 
1Shout for joy to God, | all the earth;* 
 2sing the glory of his name; 
give to him | glorious praise! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
  
Kyrie LSB pg. 168 
Repeated 4 times: 
P ...pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
This is the Feast LSB pg. 155 
C (Refrain): This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alle-

luia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 
free to be people of God. (Refrain) 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and 
glory are His. (Refrain)  
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all crea-
tion: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forev-
er. Amen. (Refrain)  
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
(Refrain)  

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the 
fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril 
of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Ho-
ly Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
MLHS Choir         Dear Father, Lord and King Zion 
 
First Lesson Daniel 3:13–27 
 13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before 
the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or 
worship the golden image that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready 
when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, 
and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have 
made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately 
be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliv-
er you out of my hands?” 
 16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, 
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17If 
this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burn-
ing fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18But 
if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the golden image that you have set up.” 
 19Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of 
his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He 
ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 
20And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery fur-
nace. 21Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their 
hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning 
fiery furnace. 22Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace 
overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23And these three men, Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace. 
 24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. 
He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into 
the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25He an-
swered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of 
the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a 
son of the gods.” 
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 26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery 
furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of 
the Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the satraps, the pre-
fects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and 
saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men. 
The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, 
and no smell of fire had come upon them. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm Psalm 147:7–12 

 
7Sing to the Lਏ਒਄ with thanks- | giving;* 
 make melody to our God | on the lyre! 
8He covers the heavens with clouds; 
 he prepares rain | for the earth;* 
 he makes grass grow | on the hills. 
9He gives to the | beasts their food,* 
 and to the young ravens | that cry. 
10His delight is not in the strength | of the horse,* 
 nor his pleasure in the legs | of a man, 
11but the Lਏ਒਄ takes pleasure in those who | fear him,* 
 in those who hope in his | steadfast love. 
12Praise the Lਏ਒਄, O Je- | rusalem!* 
 Praise your God, O | Zion! 

 
Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 15:12–22 
 12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some 
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14And if 
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith 
is in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we 
testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is 
true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, not 
even Christ has been raised. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19If in this life only we have hoped 
in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
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 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man 
has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
All rise. 
 
Alleluia 266 
C Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 

  
Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed. 
Raised from the dead, He will never die again. 
Death has no more dominion over Him. 
  
Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 
  
Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all. 
Living, He lives to God. 
Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. 
  
Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
The Holy Gospel John 14:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord! 
 1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where 
I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.” 
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had 
known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.” 
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for 
us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do 
not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
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speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or 
else believe on account of the works themselves. 
 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am 
going to the Father. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Sermon Hymn           The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done  464  
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
The Prayers 
P For... let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
Offering - MLHS Choir        For the Beauty of the Earth Zion 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory for Easter 461 
C  I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living head. 

  
  He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
The Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary [...] evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 
Sanctus LSB pg. 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord's Prayer inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
The Consecration 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB pg. 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Communion Hymns 

Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won  490  
How Great Thou Art  801  
Praise the Almighty  797  

 
Post-Communion Canticle LSB pg. 261 
C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 

my salvation. 
  
With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 
And you will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 
make known His deeds among the peoples, 
proclaim that His name is exalted.” 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 
my salvation. 
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Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 
let this be made known in all the earth. 
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your 
midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 
my salvation. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 
my salvation. 

 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Thanksgiving & Benediction 
P Let us pray... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
C Amen 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give T you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                The Day of Resurrection  478  
Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 

© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
The Family of Bob & Viv Traetow are sponsoring the bulletins at Zion 
for the month of April, in recognition of their 70th wedding anniversary on 
April 14th. May God continue to bless your marriage. 
 
Bulletins and Broadcasts for the month of April are sponsored by Jonah 
Luhmann in recognition of Autism Awareness Month and in Glory to God 
for His many blessings. 
 
Pillow Cleaning, sponsored by CREST, available on Thursday, April 
30th, 7:30am-3:30pm at Evangelical Christian Church, 901 Woodland Ave, 
Fairmont. Chemical Free/Fluffed/Sanitized/Deodorized. 
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A Guide for Daily Devotions 

On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, use this bulletin for daily devo-
tions. One these days, pray the Collect of the Day each day, and reread 
the Lessons as follows: Monday, First Lesson; Tuesday, Second Lesson; 
Wednesday, Gospel Lesson. You may also want to pray or sing one of the 
hymns from the previous Sunday. 
 
On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, follow this plan to prepare for the 
coming Sunday. 
 
Each day, pray: 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that 
we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, 
that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where 
true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
On Thursday, read Daniel 6:10-23 
On Friday, read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
On Saturday, read John 15:1-12 
 
You may also want to pray or sing the Hymn of the Day for the coming 
Sunday: 
 
Hymn: 466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 

Lutheran Schools in Martin County 
St James Lutheran School, Martin Luther High School  
All Schools and places of learning 
 
St James 
Baptism Birthdays: Lee Baarts, Nevaeh Mahoney 
Sick & In Distress: Rochelle Franzen, Allan Quinn 
Homebound: Carl Luhmann 
Confirmands:  Oakley Bohlsen, Alexander Egeness 
 
Zion 
Baptism Birthdays: Kayden Glidden, Molly Henry, Caleb Roiger, 
 Gabriel Silveira Herrera, Cairne Eytcheson 
Deaconess Student: Qian Su (Suzie) 
Serving our Country: Kory Brown, Jesse Peterson, Lili Bulfer 
Sick & In Distress: Greg Wallace, Marsha Peterson, Duane Behrens,  
 Myrna Behrens, Chuck Dobson, Bob Traetow, Dorie Schwieger 
Homebound: Norma Patsche, Yonsey Karasek, David Hinz 
Confirmands: Harper Armbrust, Lydia Murphy, Ethan Odegaard, Max Wirth 
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You are invited to a wedding reception for Tanner & Amanda 
(Schuder) Wilson, Saturday May 9th at the Truman Community 
Building (313 N 1st Ave W). Social hour starts at 5pm, dinner at 
6pm with a dance to follow. Please join in celebrating their recent 
marriage. 

 
 
 

Examination: Sunday April 26th, 6pm at SJL 
Confirmation: Sunday May 3rd, 8:30am at SJL, 10am at Zion 

 
Please keep these students in your prayers as they prepare for  

Public Examination and Confirmation. 
 

SJL: Oakley Bohlsen, Alexander Egeness 
ZION: Harper Armbrust, Lydia Murphy, Ethan Odegaard, Max Wirth 

MARTIN LUTHER JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 
SJL & Zion are full association members 

 
Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School is looking for a full-time Science teacher 
and part-time Spanish teacher for the next school year. Qualified instructors 
who are vested in the Lutheran educational ministry are asked to contact Prin-
cipal David Stuckwisch, principal@martinlutherhs.com or 507-436-5249. 
 
The MLHS Class of 2027 is selling KWIK Trip Car Wash Cards. Contact 
any Junior to purchase. 
 
The MLHS National Honor Society Students will be hosting a Red Cross 
Blood Drive on Monday, April 27 from 12:30 p.m to 5:30 p.m. Students can 
earn scholarships if we meet our quota of donors.    
 
Think SPRING!!! Plants, herbs and flowers grown by students in the Martin 
Luther Jr/Sr High School Greenhouse will be available for purchase beginning 
May 1. Mother's Day hanging baskets and patio plants will be available also. 
Sale hours are during school hours. Additional hours will be posted 
at www.martinlutherhs.com under Special Events. Call 507-436-5249.   
 
The Martin Luther Jr/Sr High School Europe Trip Group will be hosting a 
Mother's Day Brunch on Sunday, May 10th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Menu 
includes assorted Egg Bakes, Eleanor's Fruit Salad, Donuts from Kiehl's Bak-
ery in Lakefield and Beverages. Cost is a free will donation. Proceeds will sup-
port the 2026 Educational Tour to England and Scotland.   
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Adult Bible Study Opportunities 
Sunday morning Adult Bible Class 
· Zion uses topics from the Lutheran Witness magazine.  
· SJL “God Heard Their Cry: In ancient times, nothing was bigger 

than Egypt. Powerful pharaohs, strong armies, and a multitude of 
gods. God’s people were no match against the Egyptians. Discover 
how God answers the cry of His persecuted people and proclaims 
himself LORD to them and their oppressors.” 

 
Friday Morning Bible Study 8am in the Fellowship Hall at SJL. All 
are welcome to join in studying the Gospel of John. 

 
 

Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 9 am 
4/26  Lutheranism vs. Lutherism – Dr. Jordan Cooper, 
 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR TODAY 
Sundays on KSUM AM 1370 or FM 97.1 @ 11 am 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

"Second Chances and First Impressions" God is the God of second chances, 
not for Himself but for others. 1 Corinthians 15:47-49  

  Greeters Acolytes 

SJL  4-26 Mike & Samantha Egeness Lincoln Pavich 

 5-3 Jayden & Mariah Garlick Family Lincoln Pavich 

ZION  4-26 Klay & Jenna Brown Brooklynn Pittman 

 5-3 Kory & Ashley Brown Braxton Roberts 

SJL Ushers: Levi Becker, Ken Petrowiak, Bryan Simmering, Mike Egeness  

Elders: Lon (Z), Larry (SJ)        SJL AG: Sherri Roforth, Cindi Tomlinson 
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   Reflecting our Stewardship – St James April 19, 2026 
Attendance (HC)  80 (63) MLHS $150.00 
Home $1,920.00 Transportation $136.92 
Online $625.00 Bulletins $140.00 
Loose Plate $232.00   

Annual Operating Expense:  $584,000.00 / Average Weekly Need: $11,231.00 

 2026 Giving to date:  160,478.26    Projected Shortfall:   ($62,445.66) 

Reflecting our Stewardship – Zion April 19, 2026 
Attendance (HC) 101 (68) MN South $150.00 
Home $3,670.00 MLHS $65.00 
Loose Plate $76.00 SJL $25.00 

Online giving is an easy and reliable method to 
contribute to your church while you are out of 
town, or if you are interested in eliminating the 
need to remember your envelope on Sunday 
morning. You can make a one time donation or 
save time and schedule recurring contributions. 
This option is available for either congregation 
through the website; sjlnorthop.com or zionfra-
ser.com, or through the tithe.ly church app. 

THIS WEEK WITH OUR LORD:                   April 26 - May 3, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:       Mon - Fri, 8:15 AM - Noon 

Office phone: 436-5289      Pastor phone: 219-713-1604 
Email: sjlnorthrop@gmail.com    Website: sjlnorthrop.com or zionfraser.com 

Sunday Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 
 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 
 Confirmation Examination (SJ) 6:00 PM 
  Tuesday Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 
Wednesday Public School Confirmation (6th & 7th grades) (SJ) 4:00 PM 
Thursday Chapel (SJ) 8:45 AM 
 Eve Circle (SJ) 7:00 PM 
Friday Morning Bible Study (SJ) 8:00 AM  
Sunday Confirmation Sunday 
 Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 

 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 


