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All rise with the ringing of the bells. 
 
The final verse of "Were You There?" is sung. 
 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Choral Anthem:  Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 
 
Invocation, Confession & Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Zion & St. James Lutheran Churches of Martin County, Minnesota 
 

Pastor John Henry 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 5, 2026 

Regarding Membership and the Holy Communion 
We believe that, in the Holy Communion, the bread is truly Christ’s Body and 
the wine is truly His Blood, given to us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of 
sins. As we receive this gift individually, we profess that we are truly one body 
in Christ—that we are united in one faith and teaching (doctrine). Ordinarily, 
full participation in this Holy Communion is reserved for those who are mem-
bers in good standing of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Any visitors 
or guests who desire to partake of the Body and Blood of Christ are asked to 
please speak with the Pastor or an Elder before the service.  
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P ...I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Entrance Psalm Exodus 15:1-2a 

 
I will sing to the Lਏ਒਄, for he has triumphed | gloriously;* 
 the horse and his rider he has thrown in- | to the sea. 
The Lਏ਒਄ is my strength | and my song,* 
 and he has become my sal- | vation. 
 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
Kyrie LSB pg. 152-153 
Repeated 4 times: 
P ...pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
This is the Feast LSB pg. 155 
C (Refrain): This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alle-

luia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 
free to be people of God. (Refrain) 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and 
glory are His. (Refrain)  
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all crea-
tion: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forev-
er. Amen. (Refrain)  
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
(Refrain)  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Let us pray. 

O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to 
the death of the cross and by His glorious resurrection delivered us 
from the power of the enemy. Grant that all our sin may be 
drowned through daily repentance and that day by day we may 
arise to live before You in righteousness and purity forever; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Choral Anthem:  Hallelujah! Jesus is Risen! 
 
First Lesson Exodus 14:10–29 
 10When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, 
and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared 
greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the Lඈඋൽ. 11They said to 
Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken 
us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing 
us out of Egypt? 12Is not this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us 
alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13And Mo-
ses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the 
Lඈඋൽ, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you 
see today, you shall never see again. 14The Lඈඋൽ will fight for you, and 
you have only to be silent.” 
 15The Lඈඋൽ said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people 
of Israel to go forward. 16Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand 
over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the 
sea on dry ground. 17And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all 
his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18And the Egyptians shall know 
that I am the Lඈඋൽ, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, 
and his horsemen.” 
 19Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel 
moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from be-
fore them and stood behind them, 20coming between the host of Egypt 
and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it 
lit up the night without one coming near the other all night. 
 21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lඈඋൽ 
drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry 
land, and the waters were divided. 22And the people of Israel went into 
the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on 
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their right hand and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued and went in 
after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, 
and his horsemen. 24And in the morning watch the Lඈඋൽ in the pillar of 
fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the 
Egyptian forces into a panic, 25clogging their chariot wheels so that they 
drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, 
for the Lඈඋൽ fights for them against the Egyptians.” 
 26Then the Lඈඋൽ said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, 
and upon their horsemen.” 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the 
sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning ap-
peared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the Lඈඋൽ threw the Egyptians 
into the midst of the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots 
and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them 
into the sea, not one of them remained. 29But the people of Israel 
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them 
on their right hand and on their left. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsive Psalm Isaiah 12:1-6 

 
1You will say in that day: 
 “I will give thanks to you, O Lਏ਒਄, 
 for though you were an- | gry with me,* 
your anger turned away, 
 that you might | comfort me. 
2“Behold, God is my salvation; 
 I will trust, and will not | be afraid;* 
for the Lਏ਒਄ Gਏ਄ is my strength and my song, 
 and he has become my sal- | vation.” 
3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
 4And you will say | in that day:* 
“Give thanks to the Lਏ਒਄, 
 call up- | on his name, 
make known his deeds among the | peoples,* 
 proclaim that his name is ex- | alted. 
5“Sing praises to the Lਏ਒਄, for he has done | gloriously;* 
 let this be made known in | all the earth. 
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant- | of Zion,* 
 for great in your midst is the Holy One of | Israel.” 
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Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 5:7–8 
 7Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you real-
ly are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
8Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leav-
en of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
All rise. 
 
Alleluia LSB pg. 266 
C Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 

  
Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed. 
Raised from the dead, He will never die again. 
Death has no more dominion over Him. 
  
Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 
  
Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all. 
Living, He lives to God. 
Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. 
  
Christ has been raised from the dead! Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
The Holy Gospel Matthew 28:1–10 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eight chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord! 
 1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And be-
hold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His ap-
pearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for 
fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5But the 
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 
Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disci-
ples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you 
to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8So they de-
parted quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 
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came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said 
to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and 
there they will see me.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Sermon Hymn          Awake, My Heart, with Gladness  467  
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
The Prayers 
P For... let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
Offering 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory for Easter LSB pg. 461 
C  I know that my Redeemer lives; 
  What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
  He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
  He lives, my ever-living head. 
  
  He lives, all glory to His name! 
  He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
  Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
  I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 
The Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary [...] evermore praising You and 

saying: 
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Sanctus LSB pg. 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord's Prayer inside the back cover of the hymnal 
 
The Consecration 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB pg. 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Communion Hymns 
 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing  633  
 The Day of Resurrection  478  
 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain  487  
 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won  490  
 
Post-Communion Canticle LSB pg. 261 
C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 

my salvation. 
  
With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 
And you will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 
make known His deeds among the peoples, 
proclaim that His name is exalted.” 
  
The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 
my salvation. 
  
Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 
let this be made known in all the earth. 
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your 
midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 
my salvation. 
  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become 
my salvation. 

 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Thanksgiving & Benediction 
P Let us pray... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
C Amen 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give T you peace. 

C Amen. 
  
Closing Hymn             Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  457  
Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 

© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

Lutheran Schools in Martin County 
St James Lutheran School, Martin Luther High School  
All Schools and places of learning 
 
St James 
Baptism Birthdays: Glen Klug, Paul Kosbab, Amelia Mortenson, 
 Victoria Mortenson, Elena Gonzalez, Jack Kosbab, Kimi Hansen 
Sick & In Distress: Rochelle Franzen, Allan Quinn 
Homebound: Carl Luhmann 
 
Zion 
Baptism Birthdays: Lucile Tow, Dan Fitzgerald, Brent Oberdieck,  
 John Henry IV, Mayson Sands 
Deaconess Student: Qian Su (Suzie) 
Serving our Country: Kory Brown, Jesse Peterson, Lili Bulfer 
Sick & In Distress: Greg Wallace, Marsha Peterson, Duane Behrens,  
 Myrna Behrens, Chuck Dobson, Bob Traetow, Dorie Schwieger 
Homebound: Norma Patsche, Yonsey Karasek, David Hinz 
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Zion: LWML will be serving Egg & muffin sandwiches 
with choice of ham or sausage, fruit, and beverages.  
 
SJL: Eve Circle will be serving rolls, yogurt parfaits, fruit, 
and beverages. 
 

The Family of Bob & Viv Traetow are sponsoring the bulletins at Zi-
on for the month of April, in recognition of their 70th wedding anniver-
sary on April 14th. May God continue to bless your marriage. 
 
Bulletins and Broadcasts for the month of April are sponsored by Jo-
nah Luhmann in recognition of Autism Awareness Month and in Glory 
to God for His many blessings. 
 
Pastor Henry and family will be leaving town after church services on 
Sunday, April 12; they will be returning later in the week ("gone for 
Spring Break"). They will be spending time together as a family to cele-
brate Laura's completion of her Master's Degree in Education and Li-
censure as a teacher, and doing some college visits. Please contact the 
elders with any concerns in Pastor Henry's absence.  
 

Quarterly Voter’s Meetings 
Zion: Wednesday April 8th, 7pm 
SJL: Wednesday April 15th, 7pm 

 
Bridal Shower honoring Lilly Laven, bride-to-be of Lincoln Becker, 
will be Saturday, April 18th, 10:00am at St James Lutheran. The couple 
is registered at Amazon, Walmart and Williams Sonoma. 
 
EGG FUNDRAISER: In just over 4 years over $4,400 has been 
raised. Also, thanks to Brenda Kotewa & Hoewisch’s for sharing extra 
eggs when they have them.  Eggs are available in the narthex at SJL 

  Greeters Acolytes 
SJL  4-5 Jeff & Leslie Crissinger Oakley Bohlsen 

 4-12 Cameron & Macy Dressen Alex Egeness 

ZION  4-5 Kevin & Lori Behrens 6:30am Max Wirth 

 4-12 David & Heidi Bicknase Lydia Murphy 
SJL Ushers: Levi Becker, Ken Petrowiak, Bryan Simmering, Mike Egeness  

Elders: Lon (Z), Larry (SJ)        SJL AG: Sherri Roforth, Cindi Tomlinson 
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Online giving is an easy and reliable method to contribute to 
your church while you are out of town, or if you are interested 
in eliminating the need to remember your envelope on Sunday 
morning. You can make a one time donation or save time and 
schedule recurring contributions. This option is available for 
either congregation through the website; sjlnorthop.com or 
zionfraser.com, or through the tithe.ly church app. 

Reflecting our Stewardship – Zion Mar 29, 2026 
Attendance (HC) 89 (67) MN South $100.00 
Home $3,685.00 SJL School $300.00 
Loose Plate $60.25 Lent V– MLHS $395.00 

   Reflecting our Stewardship – St James Mar 29, 2026 
Attendance (HC)  91 (71) Missions $250.00 
Home $6,364.00 Memorials $60.00 
Online $675.00 Tuition $950.00 
Loose Plate $690.00 Lent IV-Scholarships $50.00 
MLHS $150.00 Lent V-MLHS $234.00 

Annual Operating Expense:  $584,000.00 / Average Weekly Need: $11,231.00 

 2026 Giving to date:  126,606.12    Projected Shortfall:   ($77,575.52) 

THIS WEEK WITH OUR LORD:                   April 5 - 12, 2026 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:       Mon - Fri, 8:15 AM - Noon 

Office phone: 436-5289      Pastor phone: 219-713-1604 
Email: sjlnorthrop@gmail.com    Website: sjlnorthrop.com or zionfraser.com 

Sunday Easter Sunday 
 Divine Worship (Z) 6:30 AM, (SJ) 8:30 AM 
 Easter Breakfast (Z) 7:45 AM, (SJ) 10:00 AM 
Tuesday Chapel (SJ) 8:40 AM 
Wednesday LWML @ Zion (Z) 5:00 PM 

 Public School Confirmation (6th & 7th grades) (SJ) 4:00 PM 
 ALL 8th grade Confirmands & Parent meeting (SJ) 5:00 PM 
 Zion Voter’s Meeting (Z) 7:00 PM 
Thursday Chapel (SJ) 8:40 AM 
Friday Morning Bible Study (SJ) 8:00 AM 
Sunday Divine Worship (SJ) 8:30 AM, (Z) 10:00 AM 

 Sunday School/Bible Class (Z) 8:45 AM, (SJ) 9:45 AM 
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The magnificent white lily known as the Easter Lily has long stood as a 
symbol of purity, hope, innocence and peace. Also called the Bermuda 
lily, the Trumpet lily, and Jacob's Tears, the Easter lily is a biblical flower 
commonly associated with the resurrection of Christ.  

 The Easter lily signifies rebirth and a new beginning. It is said that beautiful 
white lilies sprang up in the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus wept in the last hours 
before he was betrayed by Judas. Another legend claims that the white lilies grew from 
the repentant tears shed by Eve upon her departure from Paradise. 
 The lily is mentioned frequently throughout the bible and serves today as a 
beautiful reminder of the significance of the Easter season. Easter lilies are a symbol 
of purity, joy, hope and life. 
  

Easter flowers have been given to glorify our Risen Savior as follows: 
 
At St James: 
Heidi Koeritz, Paul & Hayley Luther,  
         Mason & Kristin Koeritz  In memory of Tom Koeritz 
Keith & Mary Jo Hartmann  In memory of loved ones 
Gary & Sandra Luhmann  For the blessing of our church family 
Jayden, Colby, Kelynn & Jaxen Garlick  In memory of our dad, Rick Garlick 
Webb & Dar Quade Family  In memory of all our loved ones 
Jim & Cheryl Becker   In memory of loved ones 
Warren & Carole Schultze  In memory of loved ones 
Heather Wiederhoeft & Family  In memory of loved ones 
Bob Kosbab    Praise be - all the glory to God! In  
        memory of loved ones 
Paul & Cindi Tomlinson   Praise be - all the glory to God! In  
        memory of loved ones 
Tom & Jean Schultz   In memory of loved ones 
Larry & Linda Becker   In memory of loved ones 
Paul & Sharon Leimer   In memory of loved ones no longer  
       with us and in thanksgiving for  
       family who share their lives with us 
 
At Zion: 
Kurt & Pat Steuber   In memory of loved ones 
Gary & Connie Peymann  In memory of our grandparents 
Brad & Deb Wallace   In memory of parents and sister Joan 
Dorie Schwieger & Family  To the Glory of our Risen Savior and 
        In loving memory of Bob & other  
        family loved ones 


